Abercromble's Poems

,*

When the soldier returns deserting the army and   sleeps  in  an
out-house resting after his tiresome journey.

Meanwhile, Luther, the money-lender, turns up and
proffers his love to her, which she spurns with contempt. Lu-
ther explains to her his claims and her hlepless condition and
asks her to accept his hand. But Martha would rather *sup
poison and dose herself full of sheep-dip than to go with
Luther!* This reply curiously appeals to the degenerate Luther
for he cannot 'away with quiet woman!* He is for the 'fire-
works.' He has had to his credit the experience of taming his
two wives that 'went off in sound respectable diseases both!*
Now he is game for a third, and urges Martha to hasten to the
Church. Hoping to run away with her lover then sleeping in
the out-house, she contrives to postpone the evil hour and
sends Luther away for the time being. Her struggle is to protect
herself against the violence of Luther. So, she walks into the
out-house and finds her soldier just waking from the deep slum-
ber. Martha explains to him her husband's death, Luther's
claims and her future plans to go away with him (the
soldier).

Now it is clear to the soldier that it is the desperate anxiety
of Martha to protect herself against the loathsome breath
of Luther and to throw herself into her lover's arms that made
her summon him so urgently after deliberately hastening her
husband's death. But her behaviour, in hastening the death of
her husband wilfully and in hiding it from him in her letter to
him, really shocks the soldier, who is at once awakened into a
sort of sudden conscientiousness. He hates her for killing
her husband by deliberately overdosing him, as it is nothing
short of a murder. He regrets having become a deserter, for
an unworthy object. The word 'deserter* clearly rings in
his ears, and he takes it as a joke that he should decide
whether Liither should have her or not. * It is Martha her-
self who should do it. But as far as he is concerned, he
resolves to have nothing to do with her. He would rather go
QD Ms way.'

**I liad the choice of being a passable man

Or a swindling sneak-thief lily-livered deserter.